
FLA-2.1 Update and Contributor Agreements.org
now dev2B and B2B ready

Matija Šuklje
April 2026

LLW

1



FLA-2.1



FLA-2.1

Fiduciary License Agreement – what’s is it?



main goals of the FLA in general

well-balanced contributor agreement, which gives the trustee responsible power to
make sure the contributed software always remain free and open.
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Figure 1: Simplified flow chart (using FLA-2.1 wording)
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FLA-2.1

anyone using it?



list of FLA users

• KDE e.V.
• some NGI0 projects
• most Commons Conservancy projects
• Gentoo (WIP)
• DataVerse
• Liferay
• Lago
• …
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FLA-2.1

what’s new in 2.1?



goals for fla-2.1

clarify that dual-licensing is allowed (whoopsies!)

“harden” it to make it B2B-ready

clarification and simplification
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main changes in fla-2.1

• entity version -> single unified text
• lots of clarification and ”hardening” of text
• explicitly explain dual-licensing (previously implied, but widely understood as a key

feature)
• numbered sections -> named sections
• restructured the sections to make them more logical
• ALL CAPS disclaimers
• list of FSF && OSI approved licenses -> FSF && OSI definitions
• lots of smaller bugs
• double- and tripple-checked a lot
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FLA-2.1_RC1



FLA-2.1_RC1

release candidate – have your say



legal side

• fresh eyes :)
• double-check patents sections
• better term for non-code to replace “documentation” and fall-back
• anything missing to be genAI-proof?
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tech side wishlist

• better UX of https://contributoragreements.org licensing chooser and general
update

• colour-coded decisions
• automate signing
• …
• ideally, get funding for above ;)
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https://contributoragreements.org


link to the repo

Figure 2: https://github.com/contributoragreements/ca-cla-chooser/

the current draft / RC is in pull request №94
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https://github.com/contributoragreements/ca-cla-chooser/
https://github.com/contributoragreements/ca-cla-chooser/pull/94


3.0?



3.0?

crazy ideas for the future



ideas for 3.0

• cover all things open (perhaps as separate licenses) – OSHW, Open Data, etc.
• genAI?
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fin



fin

thank you



credits

Huge kudos to the authors of the original FLA (2002-2008) – S. Coughlan, T. Feldmann, G.
Greve, L. Guibault, W. Koch, T. Jaeger, A. Metzger, E. Moglen, R. Müller, A. Rubini & C.
Schulz.

Huge kudos to authors and researchers of https://contributoragreements.org – T.
Engelhardt, A. Guadamuz, F. Idelberger, S. Jakob, C. Maracke & A. Rens.

The FLA-2.0 was written by C. Maracke and M. Šuklje, with ample support from M. Bain, P.
Brown, P. Chestek, A. Gaba, A. Ghalamkarizadeh, A. de Groot, N. Feltrin, V. Handa, M.
Husovec, F. Idelberger, I. Klöcker, P. Malaja, A. Metzger, J. Öberg, C. Piana, L. Pintscher, J.
Riddell, H. Roy, A. Rubini, as well as the FSFE Legal Network, KDE e.V., DataVerse, &
Endocode.

So far, the FLA-2.1_RC1 is mostly the fault of M. Šuklje, and includes feedback from R.
Freeman, F. Ideberger, T. Jaeger, M. Leenaars, C. Maracke, A. Metzger, C. Schumacher, L.
Villa, A. Wang, as well as the FSFE Legal Network, KDE e.V. & Gentoo
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https://contributoragreements.org


relevant links

• https://fsfe.org/activities/ftf/fla.en.html
• https://matija.suklje.name/fiduciary-license-agreement-20
• https://contributoragreements.org
• GitHub repository and the PR of the FLA-2.1 draft
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https://fsfe.org/activities/ftf/fla.en.html
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contact

matija@suklje.email

https://matija.suklje.name

xmpp:hook@campfire.wheremymonkeyis.at
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license

This presentation is licensed under the CC-BY-4.0 license.
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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